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Paul Noterboom, Senior public
prosecutor in Rotterdam,
discussed about the practical
difficulties and obstacles that can
be faced in tracing and freezing
criminal assets across borders.
Such obstacles may be
overtaken, at least partially,

following three basic guidelines:
focus on the need of the
requesting party, interpret the
law of the executing State to
fulfill that need, execute the
request in accordance.

Proposal of Regulation.

The second speech of the session
was offered by Marcella Van
Berkel, Europol Specialist in the
field of Asset Recovery, who
explained how Europol is
involved in the confiscation of
criminal assets. Particularly, the
focus was on the structure and
the organization of the European

Criminal Asset Bureau,
composed by several organisms
with different functions: from
identification, tracing, freezing,
seizure and confiscation of assets
to support investigation of
Europol Member States, the
ECAB covers several roles in the
confiscation proceedings of
criminal assets.
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Frank Cassidy, member of
Eurojust from Ireland, focused
on the role and the experience of
Eurojust in confiscation matters.
He mainly underlined the
problems in this field, with
particular regard to the practical
difficulties related to
confiscation. Then, focusing on

the paths that could be
undertaken in order to solve
such problems, he analysed the
proposal of regulation,
highlighting both its positive and
critical aspects and giving an
overview on the issues discussed
within the Council.

Thom Dieben, defence lawyer in
Amsterdam with a long-standing
commitment in judicial
cooperation in criminal matters,
has brought in this panel the
fundamental perspective of the
defence. He highlighted, also on
the basis of its experience in
European Arrest Warrant
matters, the main practical
problems that an accused has to

face in confiscation proceedings:
the unreasonable length of the
proceedings and the incapacity
of the States to restore the
accused who was the addressee
of an illicit seizure order. Finally,
he pointed out that giving
support to the accused in the
research of a defence lawyer in
the executing State is
particularly important, as it is in
the field of EAW
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